THE  GREAT NOVELS

his Le Comte Hermann. In all such cases where the book
or the play would not otherwise have flourished, or perhaps
even lived, who doubts that the giver of life is the real
author ? Sometimes, again, the suggestion from outside
came in the course of conversation. In this way the novelist
once had as a collaborator the learned Schlegel, who, meet-
ing Dumas in 1838, told him from personal knowledge of
certain events in the War of Liberation, which Dumas
asked leave to make into a book and made into Le Capitaine
Richard.

To the second category of collaboration belong those
works in which Dumas was responsible for the subject,
and in this class come all the books written in partnership
with Maquet, except Le Chevalier d'Harmental and Syl-
vandire, the subjects of which Maquet suggested. In
such cases, after discussing the plan with his partner, Dumas'
habit was to draw up in outline a scheme of the whole,
with the divisions and titles of chapters: then, when
the assistant had filled in the outline, the MS. was
handed to Dumas, who re-wrote it with such additions
and alterations as he thought fit. The same course was
followed in other books besides those written with Maquet.
Edmond About has described 1 how he saw in 1858 at
Marseilles the rough draft of Les Compagnons de Jehu
in which the master's original model had been developed
by an assistant and which Dumas now took and wrote
his romance from, elaborating it and semani Vesprit fc
pleines mains"

This re-writing process resulted in such a prodigious
amount of "Dumas" copy as to give rise to the legend
that his " secretaries " had learned to imitate his hand-

1 Speech at the inauguration of the Dumas Monument (Novem-
ber 4, 1883).

249ith him an order from Brunswick entitling
